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National Overseas Scholarship for SC etc, Candidates

(Applicable from the year 2025-26)

1 Objective of the Scheme

T.he Central Sector Scheme of Nationa)] Overseas Scholarship is to facilitate
the low income students belonging to the Scheduled Castes, Denotified Nomadic
and. Semi-Nomadic Tribes, Landless Agricultural Labourers ,and: Traditional
Artisans category to obtain higher education viz., Master degree or Ph.D courses by
studying abroad thereby improving their Economic and Social status,

2 Scope

a. Thf: Scheme provides financial assistance to the selected candidates for
pursuing  Masters level courses and PhD. courses abroad in

Institutions/Universities accredited by the Government/authorized body of that
country in any field of study.

b. In each Selection Year, 125 fresh awards, subject to availability of funds, will
be given under the Scheme. However, there will be a cap of 10% of the total slots
i.e. Scheduled Castes, Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes and
landless Agricultural Labourers and Traditional Artisans for each State while
allotting the slots. In case, the slots in the 1st round of selection remains unfilled
after applying the 10% cap, these slots will be filled in 2nd round.

c. The following will be the category-wise distribution of slots for various groups
eligible for scholarships under the scheme:

S. No. |Category Numbers
a) |[Scheduled Castes : 115
b) |Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes 06

¢) [|Landless Agricultural Labourers and Traditional 04
Artisans '

Total slots 125

d. Definitions:

iLandléss agricultural laborer means an individual and their lfan.ﬁly membc;i‘
'who do not own any property, land, or business and whose principal means
livelihood is manual labour on agricultural land.

; ili their
{i. Traditional artisans means individuals and their families who eamn
livelihood through traditional artisanal practices.
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suitable male candidates. g

g. Bachelors Level courses in any disciplinc ar¢ not covered under th
' i i i d studies abroad in

b, Candidates already staying or studying or having complete

any course by utilizing any other scholarship from Central Qovemmerllt, fntg::

Government, other 2 or through own funds e to appLy

NOS.

nditional offer of admission to top 500 ranked fort.aign

: orld University Rankings

grant of scholarship during the first

University for its campus in any other

University Campus in that

in other country then it

i. Candidates having unco
Lnstimtesmniversities as p
for the year 2025 only wi

round of selection. The QS ranking of the

country will be considered as per the QS ranking of the
lable for its campus

country. If there is n0 QS ranking avai
will not be considered. In the second round of selection in the year, the following
priority will be given:

unconditional offer letter of

(i) Candidates having
admission  from Top 500 QS Ranking Institutions applying in the

second cycle.

(ii) Candidates having unconditional offer letter of admission from other
Q]S1 ranlged 'IDStEmODS’ who have applied for scholarship under the
scheme during the previous cycles or current

R ot cycle of the current year

(iii) Candidates having unconditional offe '

- ing r letter of admissi
otl};er recog:r.:uzed Institutions, who have applied for scholarshipsu?deir?hm
scheme during the previous cycles or current cycle of the current cyclz

for admission.
However, any financial conditi i :
’ on mentioned in the offi .
depost er of admission
b“’p";s‘t of f‘?e or aaty other amount, or proof of source of funds, shall i
ar for consideration of application under the Scheme guidelin , shall not be a
es.

3 Minimum Qualification i
In order to be eligible fo ‘
? r scholarshi -
grade P . p, at ledst 60% marks or equivalen
in the qualifying .exammation would be TBQU.iIe/:[ Inrk: or cqtl:uvalent
. ase of Ph. D
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courses, the qualifying exam would be Master’s De

zziyze Sct?ll;zs;s,hthe qualifying examination would beg;;aecl?elor’s D

i earpeik as completed Bachelor's of Engineering after ¢ Egree_. .
al Entry to 2nd year), percentage of m ks W

Bachelor's degree will be taken into account. T oatned i

nd
for Master' s

For any University, percentage would be calculated on th i
marks obtqmcd by the applicant in various semesters/ terms. Ma?k:l?es; t(?cfrt:]i
semesters is to bg.providcd. Wherein the University provides r.;n]y the CGPA
agd not the' numerical marks, a formula for conversion of CGPA to numerical
marks bearing authentication by the University should invariably be provided.

. In case marksheets for all semesters/terms are not submitted with the
application form the candidature of the applicant will be rejected. Likewise, if
the fom:tula of conversion of CGPA (wherever applicable) are not submitted by
the apphca:pt with his application form, the candidature would be rejected. No
representations, in this regard, in either case will be entertained.

4 Age
Not more than 35 (Thirty Five) years, as on first day of April for selection
year.

5 Income Ceiling
Gross annual family income from all sources shall not exceed Rs. 8.00 lakh

per annum in the preceding financial year as detailed in para 8 ¢ of these guidelines.
The income certificate should be issued by a Revenue Officer not below the rank of
“Tehsildar”. The students will submit the complete ITR/ITRs along with the
Centralized Processing Centre (CPC) intimation order under Section 143(1) issued
by the IT Department in respect of self and other family members before issuance
of final award letter but the ITR acknowledgement should be submitted at the time
of applying on the portal where Gross annual family income for the F.Y. 2023-24 is
more than Rs. 2.5 Lakh in Old Tax Regime and Rs. 3.0 Lakh in New Tax Regime.
The income certificate should either be in digital, prescribed format of Central/State

Gowt. or on the letter head of the issuing authority.

6 Family - ;
Under the Scheme, for determination of family income, the family will be
3 L A "

considered as following: X F =
“The candidate applying for scholarship, his/her parents and siblings below
the age of 18 years, his/her spouse and also children below the age of 18 years.”

CamScanner



. laws and her Spouse and childre,
' the in-laws @ ‘
income of

ied womel, i
nsidered.

Tote: In cas® of .
Ih?;ow the age of 18 years will be co

iy for ard
oaor in o family for the 2We _ |
e g award for @ second time as the

i for th
gl than two children of the same

Not more .
scholarship under the scheme and a self-
didate to this effect. The second child of

d only if slots are still available in the

7 Maximum Number of ¢
An awardee cannot be con
award can be given only once.
parents/guardians will be eligible for
certification will be required from the can

the same parents/guardians will be considere |
Jast cycle of the year in which the applicant has applied.

8. Application Procedure

a. The scheme will be advertised in the nmews papers/other media giving
summarized information about the Scheme. The candidates, after assessing
their eligibility and suitability, as per the eligibility conditions of the Scheme
Guidelines, can apply online to this Ministrty on the portal,
1.€., WWW.nosmsje.gov.in.

b. The selection year period would be Apri
' pril-March of each.year, The portal shal
be opened for calling of apglications for the first round in F ebruary/l\lflarch for al

period of 40 days for mviting of applications online and after this period, the

inviting of applications onlin
: ¢ and after this peri
again fo; “peti .
sfbm.itt E 4 da.ys to allow the candidates to makd’ by el e ¢ A
ed applications in cach selesti.. ol € cormrections, jf any, in the

For example ;
applicationz »O;OI'Nfge selection year 2025-26, onj;
B R 202:; fSchoIar§hip for  firgt mJEZ P for inviting
online and 4 days il be giyey e, O 40 425 for inyiting. op

' or correction Of applicationg



financial year 2023-24 (to be furnished during the application submission

process) and scholarship will be granted to the candidate subject tO the
condition that his/her gross annual family income for the financial year 2024~
r issued fO

75 is less than Rs.8.00 lakh. Failing this, the provisional award lette
the candidate will stand cancelled. The portal for second round will be
opened in September/October for a period of 40 days for inviting of
applications online and 4 days will be given for correction and for that gross
annual family income for financial year 2024-25 will be taken into account for

purpose of selection.
in all respects only shall be considered for
lications will be summarily rejected. However,

d candidates will have the option to apply in
are required to submit

d. Online applications complete
award, All the incomplete app
the rejected candidates/N on-selecte
subsequent phases of selection. The candidates

ts as per the attached Annexure L.

e. Grievances in connection with results will be entertained for upto 30 calendar
days from the publication of the Result on the portal and the inadvertent
mistakes occurred at the time of scrutiny of the application of the candidate
will only be considered. No additional documents will be accepted and

considered during the redressal period of Grievance.

documen

ty of a candidate against a quota reserved for a
e/UT that issued the Caste Certificate will be
the purpose of quota eligibility.

f For determining the eligibili
particular State/UT, the Stat
considered as his/her State/UT for

9 Selection Procedures

mitted their Aadhar card and obtained

from one of the foreign Institutions/
f top 500 QS world ranked institutions/
universities from the academic session 2025-26 and onward shall be considered
for award of scholarship for studying in that Institution/University subject to
fulfillment of other eligibility conditions of the Scheme. However, in case the
students are unable to submit their Aadhar Card on the portal at the time of
application, they will be asked to mandatorily submit their Aadhar ID/Aadhar
EID before the issue of final award letter/confirmation letter failing which the
provisional award letter issued to them would be revoked.

a. Only candidates who have sub
unconditional offer of admission
Universities which are in the list o

b. No request for change of Institution/University shall be entertained. In case the
selected candidate desires to change the course or university, he/she can apply

afresh in the next available round.

'I.'here will be only two round of Selection. For every cycle of selection, merit
list of the eligjblc candidates shall be drawn up on the basis of the rank, as per
the latest available QS ranking, of the foreign Universities/Institutions from
where the candidate has received the offer of admission and scholarships shall
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is merit. ;
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list will be va
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i i after the issu

didates who intend to leave country e i '
ﬁlﬁemr for pursuing their further studies must Intimate fhl.S Depgrtment,
providing detailed information about their source of funding; including loan
documents, proof of financial transaction etc. before

leaving the country,
Failure to comply shall result in the cancellation of their candidatyre,

ance of provisional

Students may be allowed a maximum time period of either one year or two
intake deferrals, whichever

is earlier from the date of issuance of provisional
award letter to join university/Institute abroad failing which the award would
stand automatically cancelleq and no correspondence in this regard wil] be
entertained thereafter, :

_ Letter, otherwise the g
automatica]ly further time oyl
these formalities.
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Topics/courses co .
: ncerning i , g . )
India based research t0plil:;b }Iflldmn Culture/heritage/History/Social studies O
as to which Topic can be shall not be covered under NOS. The final decision
sumcreening € be covered under such category will rest with Selection-
‘ Employed gd ; e Cewol O
iv. yed candidat ol ; e ,
(NOC) from the Em;Slcs;re :e?l:l.lred to provide a “No Objection Certificate”
er to this Minist
v. In case the awar , ry.
to Indii islshe i:l:: was a Qovcmment Servant before going abroad, on return
TNy e—— sf:?vriequl;:d to serve the Government, if he/she continues to
: ce after return to Indi . ing abroad
| xth awar d under the Scheme. ndia, as one was before going aor
o b 1 :‘}?mls'ﬂ?ﬁ\’c matters like study leave, salary etc. wi
e C.aﬂdld&te. with his/her employer and as per
organization. This Ministry will not take any responsi
assistance in this regard.
Vil g }NLH l?e for the candidate to obtain the appropriate visa for a country wherein
ne/she mtcnds. 1;0 study further with the award from the Scheme, and the Visa
issuing a}lthontles may see that only such type of visa be issued which permits
the candidate to pursue specified course abroad and thereafier the candidate

retl..lms -to India. In case the candidate is applying for admission in any
University in the United States of America, the candidate is required to
obtain J-1 VISA only. The State Department of USA keeps a list of
anizations for J-1 visas for students. Candidates going

1 Visa sponsoring Universities/colleges only. In
admission on F-1 Visa or has already obtained
ligible for scholarship under the Scheme.
o assistance to the candidate for obtaining

iil.

11 be directly resolved
rules of the serving
bility or render any

Designated Sponsor Org
to USA should apply in the J-
case a candidate has applied for
F-1 Visa, such candidate is not e
Government of India will render n

Visa.
The candidate will give an undertaking that he/she will allow his/her University
ncerned Indian Mission abroad and the Ministry.

to share information with co
g that he/she is not in receipt of any

The candidate will also give an undertakin
scholarship from Government of India/State Government/ ~ foreign

govemment/other organization in India or abroad. In case candidate is in .
receipt of any scholarship from University/College in which he/she has secured
admission for the course, the same scholarship will be allowed, however, the
candidate should report the same to this Ministry and this amount of
scholarship will be deducted from admissible amount under NOS. The selected
candidate will also be required to give an undertaking to this Ministry and the
Indian Mission abroad, as per prevailing laws of the foreign country, that the
letion of the course or duration of the

extension of stay abroad beyond comp
scholarship under the scheme, whichever is earlier will not be permissible.

However, the extension of stay abroad beyond completion of the course or
duration of the scholarship under the Scheme, whichever is earlier is
permissible as mentioned in clause W .
ix. In case the concerned University/Institut t'i"is..allc.wing online -classes to-the
awardee due to Corona Pandemic (covid-19) or any other such unavoidable

viii.
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Xi.

xiv,

Xv,

XVi,

candidate is required to join the o_nlu?e classes
; rmalities as per scheme gmc[]ieh-mles_

i i ute a bond on a non-judicial stamp
i Ii,;iqif‘;[;dt:soe:geti es who will execute sure:ty bonds
g ount to be spent by Government of India on the
fry thousand) whichever is higher. Eac.h of the
for the estimated expenditure in Indian

incurred as travel expenses, fees, maintenance and
iuftfﬁ;eﬂ;l \:ﬁ::\?at?cees, stipends, scholarship and other miscellaneous
expenses, on the awardee during the entire period of study abroad and shall
become payable by the sureties jointly or/and severall.y in case the awardee is
declared a defaulter by the Ministry under the provisions of the scheme. The
language of the bond as decided by the Government of India has to be
acceptable to the candidate. The selected candidates have to provide solvency
certificates for both the sureties to be issued by Revenue department of the
concemned State Government.
In case the selected candidate obtains admission in an accredited
University/Institution abroad and joins the University/Institution before
execution of bonds as mentioned in clause 10(ix) and is not in a position to
return to India then he/she may execute a Power of Attorney (POA) for any of
his/her representative in India to act for and on his/her behalf to execute legal
Bon@q/agreements/undeﬂaldugs with the Government of India. All such
applicants are required to get the POA attested/validated 'by Indian

i : ising 1
situation 8MES o 1l the procedural fo

after completion 01
The selected candi
paper before a notary
separately for the actual am
candidate or Rs.50,000/- (fi
surety bonds shall specify and cover

Government of India from time to time,

In case the married candidate isi
: i, take a decision t
with them or join them subsequently duﬁ;:lon e



N |

.‘,‘T

¢ candidates shall not change the course of study or research for which
(cholarship has been sanctioned. However, when situations arise where an
qwardee pursuing Ph.D in 2 University/Institution where one is initially
registered finds his/her guide has left and there are no immediate replacements
hereof or the University/Institutions has discontinued their research support
facilities in the area where the awardee was pursuing Ph.D. research; the
Indian Missions abroad in such cases are authorized to allow the awardee f
change.the University/ Institution as notified in the scheme, after the Missions
are satisfied about such a need, however, subject to the condition that the
credits if any eamed by the awardee in the initial Univérsity/Institution are
accepted for transfer by the second University/ Institutions and that the total
pc'rlod of aw_ard will remain unchanged even on such a transfer/change, which
will be permitted only once during the award.
In case the candidate fails, the following provisions will apply:-

i). No payment for reappearing in any failed subject is allowed.

ii). If a candidate seeks an extension solely due to academic failure, 0o
additional financial assistance for the extension will be granted. However, in
cases where failure is accompanied by justifiable reasons, such requests may be
considered with the approval of the competent authority, based on

recommendations from the Indian mission abroad and the respective university.

In case of exigency at home where the awardee is required to return to India for
some time to attend to it, the awardee is permitted to return to India for the
specific purpose, after having informed the Indian Mission and the educational
institution where one is pursuing studies, about it. The awardee will, however,
be required to bear to and fro journey expenses for the visit and shall also not
be entitled to receive maintenance allowance under the scheme from the Indian
Mission, for the period of being away from the place of his/her educational
institution abroad and the maintenance allowance shall be resumed by the
Indian Mission only from the date of his/her resuming the same course at the
same institution. The awardee after having dealt with the situation at home, is
required to return to the place of his/her educational institution, as early as
possible; failing which, he/she shall be liable to be declared a defaulter and the
recovery proceeding will be initiated against him/her.

All candidates after having availed of the award under the Scheme are required
to return to India within 30 days from the date of completion of the course for
employment and sharing their knowledge gained overseas. Students have to
stay in India for at least one year and look for opportunities to serve in various
Dcpartmcnts/Minisn'ies of the Government of India.

It is expected that the beneﬁclan'e.s of the Scheme shall explore the
opportunities to contribute towards Nation building and shall not indulge in any

anti-National activities. )

1

11 Role of Indian Mission



ii.

iii.

iv.

ii.

Indian Mission will make payments of tuition lfe'esfplgintenance
allowance/other allowances to the studeu:ls studying in their jurisdiction as per
isting arrangements and sanction orders, .
ﬁ:eczz::ﬁlhf awarc%ce is unable to complete the course successfully, he will be
declared defaulter and will become liable for refund of entire amount spent on
him'her along with the interest as prescribed in clause 16 on Defgulter clause.
However, if the guide/head of the department of the candidate certifies that the
candidate  has  not  been  found wanting  in  his/her
commitment/dedication/attention to studies then the Ministry shall have the
right to exempt himv/her from the penalty clause of defaulter undet the Scheme,
The Indian Missions, in all such cases, will provide the return ajr passage to

India by shortest route and economy class,

When the awardee overstays abroad for more than one month afier successful
completion of the course and then of his/her own returns to India at Own cost,
he/she will not be entitled to receive refund of return passage booked by
him/her. In normal circumstances, immediately after successful completion of
the course, the Indian Missions abroad books the return journey, for the

Missions abroad,
Monitoring the progress of the students on regular basis,

The Indian Missions are required to intimate to this Ministry about the retumn of
the awardee to India,

12" Monitoring



¢ Mission & Ministry will maiptg; .
Th £ funds & wy maintain position of geleet] .
jil- release O § & progress of studen selection, sanction order,

s ctc. on the NOg Portal.

% 13 Financial Assistance

4

e v

5. | Type of Assistance Ui
nited United Kingdom (UK

No States of RS

America .
(USA) &
other

countries
. except UK
1. | Annual Maintenance Allowance 15400 US |9900 Great Britain

Dollars Pounds

2. | Annual Contingency 1500 US  |1100 Great
Allto.wance Dollars ritain Pounds
3 Tl.utxon Fees Actual as charged
4. | Visa Fees Actual visa fees in Indian Rupees
5. | Medical Insurance Premium Actual as charged
6. | Incidental Journey 20 US Dollars for each or its

Allowance & Equipment Allowance  |equivalent in Indian Rupees

7. | Air Passage (a) The awardees shall be allowed to

purchase air tickets (from nearest
Airport to Hometown in India to the
mearest place to the educational
institution and back to India) from the
three authorized travel agents Viz.
Balmer Lawrie & Company Limited
(BLCL), Ashok Travels & Tours
(ATT), Indian Railways Catering and
Tourism Corporation Ltd (IRCTC)
with the condition that the ticket
purchased must be of economy
class/shortest route on date of booking.

b) The choice of the travel agent for
booking of the ticket is left open to the
| awardé"('_;s. No Booking-charges/excess
baggage/cancellation charges & other

add-nng will ha raimhnrcad 0
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avardees,

c) The awardees will claim
reimbursement  of  airfare  from
respective Indian Mission abroad after]
joining the University and providing]
joining report from Universi ty.

d) The conditions will be effective
from 1st Jan, 2022. .

€) Return tickets will be booked by

Indian Mission abroad as per clause
11(iii).

Note:

i,

iv.

The Contingency allowance is allowed for books/essential apparatus including
laptop/ study tour/ travel cost for attending subject related conference,
workshops etc./ typing and binding of thesis etc. and the fees charged by the
University/ Institutions which are directly related to the studies of the
Scholarship Awardees such as Student Service Fees, Student Amenity Fees,
Student Service and Amenity Fees, Registration Fees, Examination Fees,
Enrollment Fees, Library Fees etc. However, the fee for English or any other

Language courses either before joining of the course or during the course is not
allowed. ‘

Second or Coach Class railway fare from the port of disembarkation to the
place of study and back. In case of far flung places not connected by rail, bus
fare(s) from the place of residence to the nearest railway station, actual charge
of crossing by ferry, air fare to the nearest rail-cum-air Station and/or second
class railway fare by the shortest route to the port of embarkation and back will
be permissible. The mode of disbursement of above listed financial assistance
will be decided by Government of India and Indian Missions abroad,

The awardees are permitted to supplement their prescribed allowances by
undertaking Research/Teaching Assistant-ship. : '
In case of awardees who are pursuing online classes in India for any reason, the
rate of maintenance allowances will be applicable as per the approved rates of
Academic Allowance under the Post Matric Scholarship for SCs implemented
by the Ministry of SJ&E for Day scholars who are pursuing courses
categorized gs Group 1 under the scheme of Post Matric Scholarship for SCs.
In case a selected student pursuing research visits India for study/research
purpose under the NOS scheme with approval from respective Indian Mission
and concerned University, the rate of maintenance allowances etc. in India will

be applicable as per the rate under National Felq‘)wship Scheme for Scheduled
Castes implemented by Ministry of SJ&E; -~ -~ -4~ —— —
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e Durag,

i " of Awarg with
) € Preser;
i

Of the CQursbed financia) assistance

Ich or the followin

Fina ncial Assistance

ill be provided upto sanctioned duration
& period, whichever is earlier:-

Php.

MaSter’s b 4 04 years (Four years)
gee L 3 years (Three years)
L. The )

mentiont:gmon Of stay peyong i i
above . Prescribed period for levels of courses as
CXeept the air pa; 12y be considered without financial assistance of any kind
Compete t conge 28¢ to re‘ to India, if anq only if recommendation of the
35 the Ingj, Mi;ngd Authority in the educational institutjon/ university as well
SPecifieq o S10n abroag g received certifying that such an overstay for a
Complete the cou’rsls ab:of!meily ®ssential for facilitating the candidate to
© Government Bl :IJ; decision in ths regard will, however, rest with

-

F the Bond _ ad violates any of the terms and conditiops
OI the bonds execu that the educational InstimtionfUnjversity
adverse reports on studies and/or

i long with
d be charged. If the awardee fails to repay suph amount a| :
?nntl;'?sl: t‘;l’:lfon in the nglanner decided by Govcn:.\mcnt of I.ndlia: hxs!he_r sureties w!ao
have executed bonds, will be liable to pay the entire amount failing “;llllChdthe District
Collector of the concerned district will realize the amount as arrears of land revenue,

17 Furnishing of False Information 4 B
y false information/document and is
: furnished any :
If any ia?dld:t:k::swill be debarred from the award and if he/she has
actahlichad ac falee 2/
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ADY l‘itigation On matters arising out of this Scheme in India will be subject
to-s.ole Jurisdiction of the courts situated in Union Territory of Delhi. The litigation
ansing abroad will be attended to by the Indian Missions abroad.
19 Administrative Expenses

A provision not exceeding 1% of the total budget of NOS will be made to Indian
Mission abroad/Ministry for creation of database, publicity, hiring of manpower, NOS
Portal maintenance/Upgradation and awareness generation or any other activities
which will be necessary to run the scheme efficiently. Using the Administrative
expenses, the Mission may engage personnel on a full/part time personnel for
managing the related work, with approval of the Ministry.

20 Restriction from benefit of other scholarship scheme

The candidate shall be precluded from availing any other scholarship benefits of
similar scheme of the Centre or State Governments,

21 Modification/Relaxation to any Clause of the Schemes of SHREYAS

‘Under special circumstances, Modification/Relaxation in the guidelines of the
Schemes of National Overseas Scholarship for SC etc., except the financial norms

may be considered and decided by the Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment

Financial parameters may be changed in consultation with the
Expenditure Department of



